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writings: we have Queen Isabel and Mortimer, Queen
Margaret and the Duke of Suffolk, every week. , You will
allow that abuse does not set out tamely, when it even
begins with the King's mother. Last week they were so
brutal as to call the Queen a beggarly duJce's daughter; it is
shocking, for she has offended nobody, and is far from being
suspected of power ; but it was to load the Duke of Suffolk'2,
for making the match. But what say you to a real Queen
Isabel*? We hear from Holland, but the account is very
imperfect, that the Czarina has dethroned her husband.
That he should be dethroned does not surprise me. He
struck extraordinary strokes so fast, that I suppose his head
had not much ballast. Her reign, probably, will not be of
much longer duration; but I do not believe that, Hke her
husband, she will fall in love with the King of Prussia.
The Czar, in his aunt's time, was reckoned weak; his wife,
very sensible and very handsome. Bussia puts one in mind
of the Seleucidse and the Constantinopolitan History, the
Cleopatras and Irenes; if vast crimes are not in fashion,
you see it is only because despotism is generally exploded.
Give human nature scope, it can still be sublimely abomin-
able. My prophetic spirit says, that the young Emperor
John3 will come upon the scene again; in the meantime
my Lord Buckingham 4, who is going ambassador to Peters-
burg, may try the remainder of his charms upon the heart
of an Empress.

Of all the important events we are expecting, the Peace
is nearest my heart.. We had refused Eussians5; and this
catastrophe, if it is true, will silence the clamour there
would have been on that chapter. It delivers the King of
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